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A NOTE 

FROM THE 
NEWSPAPER 

STAFF
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Well, here is the 
sixth issue of 
PHHS’s THE 
VOYAGER! 
Ever had music 
stuck in your head? 
Or perhaps you’re 
curious about the 
effects that salt 
have in the winter?
Questioning why 
you’ve seen seniors 
in the hallway 
holding eggs?

Read through to 
find out! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

On the front cover: performers 
at the recent French Cafe Night.
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MARK IT ON YOUR CALENDARS!
❏ February 13(Tuesday): 

❏ Math Team Contest(Auditorium)
❏ February 16(Friday): 

❏ Student Council Standout 
Awards(Auditorium)

❏ February 19(Monday): 
❏ President’s Day(No school)

❏ February 21(Wednesday): 
❏ Band Concert(Auditorium)

FUN FACT BUBBLE:
Did you know? A single 
snowstorm can drop 39 
million tons of snow!



EARWORMS BY PRISCILLA TAM

Everyone at one time or another have had a song stuck in their 

head. Perhaps you are walking home from school, jamming out to your 

favorite song. Maybe you are in the shower, suddenly feeling the urge to 

sing as loud as you possibly can. Maybe you are taking an exam, and a few 

bars of a tune obnoxiously loops in your head. One need not worry that 

they are going insane, for such an occurrence has tested positive for most 

people. Scientifically known as an “earworm,” this musical phenomenon 

is literally a “worm” in one’s ear.

More than ninety percent of people have earworms at least once 

each week, with over twenty-five percent having them more than once a 

day. Although people that do not participate in musical activities are 

included in the ninety percent of people who experience earworms, 

musicians are more likely have songs stuck in their head because they are 

more exposed to music and conscious of the repeating patterns within a 

piece. Like a jingle in a television commercial, motifs in music are what 

artists use to emphasize what they want their listeners to remember. 

They are what linger in the ear and are usually simple but “catchy.”

There are a few methods to dislodging earworms, some that work 

better for certain people than others. The most common method is the 

“cure” song. After consciously experiencing earworms for a period of 

time, many develop songs they can effectively force into their heads to 

stop the other. Cure songs follow a similar concept to clogging one’s ears 

and singing loudly to block out someone else’s voice, except that the 

“voice” is inside their head. Hence, the method is not effective for all 

people because it may result in having another earworm, maybe even at 

the same time as the other one!
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The IPLE Mock Trial Team made it to the 
semifinals!

The Plaintiff 

The Defense 



The National Honors Art Gallery 

After watching the Philadelphia Eagles upset the New England Patriots 

in the Super Bowl some people are wondering if Tom Brady will call it quits. 

O.K. so he lost but does this really diminish all that Tom Brady has 

accomplished over his career?. The Patriots put on a remarkable 

demonstration of perseverance and teamwork as they beat the Jacksonville 

Jaguars 24-20 in the last few minutes of the AFC Championship game but could 

not pull off the magic in the Super Bowl. With Brady at the helm, his 18 years 

of professional experience became the engine of the Patriots’s offense. 

However, the impressive length of his career comes at a cost: age. Facts are 

facts, and Brady’s age is catching up to him. Is he cut out to stay in New 

England, or is the franchise quarterback due to retire soon? 

Most NFL quarterbacks start to decline at age 30, as the contact sport 

becomes physically taxing on their bodies. Simply put, they cannot keep up. 

Supporters of Tom Brady would argue that he has successfully surpassed age, 

and that he can continue to perform at his current state of 40 years old. The 

NFL is notorious for the types of injuries its players endure, most notably 

concussions and other head-related injuries. Consequently, a person’s age 

plays a large role in their ability to recover from a physical injury. In 2008, 

Brady suffered a torn ACL, which removed him from the rest of the season. 

Remarkably, the then-thirty-year-old was able to return for the 2009 season 

unscathed. Recently, Brady had injured his right hand, his throwing hand, in 

practice. This was before the AFC Championship game, and Patriot fans were 

nervous that their famed quarterback would not make an appearance in the 

game. Nonetheless, 

A BRADY-LESS NFL? BY ANGELINA LICOR
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THE BABY EGG PROJECT BY KATHERINE GRANT
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Brady played the whole game with twelve stitches in his thumb and took 

home the victory for New England. Despite his age and consequent 

injuries, Brady still finds a way to get the job done. 

On the other hand, some argue that the sheer length and tenacity 

of Brady’s career is enough to prompt the quarterback to retire. He was 

drafted to the New England Patriots in 2000 and has been with the team 

ever since. He is a five-time Super Bowl Champion, four-time Super Bowl 

MVP, thirteen-time Pro Bowler, two-time NFL MVP — what more could he 

want? Only the man himself could know the answer to that question, but 

it poses the possibility that the NFL could soon witness a future without 

Brady. New England fans would shudder at the mere suggestion that 

Brady could retire after Super Bowl LII, but the only way to find out is if 

the world waits and sees. 

      Eggward. Gregg. Eggbert. Meggan. Recently, you may have been 

hearing these names or seeing eggs with faces. Why, you ask? 

      Well, the senior health classes have to complete the baby project: a 

task to care for a baby over the span of several days. A birth certificate, 

personally designed bed, and paper on a birth defect are required, along 

with the actual care for the baby. There aren't enough plastic babies to go 

around, so eggs can serve the same purpose. To care for the egg, students 

have to ensure it has a safe, secure home or bed at all times. Students 

have to spend time with the egg, care for the egg, and think of the egg’s 

safety before any activity. One crack results in a zero—the pressure is on.

      While the eggs do serve the general purpose of practicing having 

something else to care for, they remain inferior to a plastic baby. The eggs 

have no needs, noises to make, or a body to dress. Students could put the 

egg in their backpack or leave it in their car—and those students can still 

receive an A. Could this be glamorizing the day-to-day life of having a 

baby? Or is the egg a step towards opening adolescents’ eyes to the reality 

of having a baby?   

     Either way, students are learning to be responsible for something other 

than themselves—a concept that needs to be learned no matter the age.



HOW SALTY ARE WE DURING THE 
WINTER? BY HARVEY WANG
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As an avid fan of winter, it seems like almost everybody hates the 

chilly weather that comes with the season. Yet, it seems as if we are not 

the saltiest people around when it comes to inclement weather and 

freezing conditions. Each year, 22 million tons of salt are dumped on the 

roads across America, equivalent to 137 pounds per American. Yes, this 

salt does help lower the freezing point of the water on the roads to make 

them harder to ice up, but it simultaneously wreaks havoc on the 

environment. Canada realized this and categorized road salt as a toxin to 

reduce its usage back in 2004. In the US, studies have shown salt 

concentrations in rivers and streams increasing at an alarmingly 

unhealthy rate. Chloride, which is one component of salt, is especially 

harmful to humans since it can end up in groundwater that we use as 

drinking water.

However, the real issue lies in the rest of the environment and 

the ecosystems nearby. High chloride levels prevent freshwater 

organisms from functioning properly, leaving them prone to attack by 

invasive species. These invasive species are usually salt-resistant; when a 

wave of road salt enters the ecosystem, they are able to outcompete the 

non-resistant organisms. Moreover, salt concentrations affect the 

amount of air that reaches the bottom of ponds and lakes. Road salt in 

these bodies of water can lead to suffocation of organisms living in them 

and prevent certain plants and animals from getting the proper 

nutrients. 

There is no question that the tons of salt being scattered 

carelessly on our roads have too many drawbacks for the one job it does 

for us. Our climate and environment are being damaged, our cars are 

being corroded, and according to some runners, our shoes are being torn 

apart by the pellets of salt everywhere! At this point, there is no cheap, 

easily accessible solution available that can de-ice the roads as well as salt. 

Our only available options are to learn how to use it most efficiently or 

sacrifice some of the performance to help our ecosystems. Using salt before 

storms and mixing it with water allows the salt to spread more easily and 

help the roads get cleared faster. Adding certain compounds such as dirt 

and beet juice can be mixed in with salt to reduce the amount of pure salt 

needed, but these compounds are not as effective on the roads. Hopefully, 

the Department of Transportation will be able to find a better alternative 

than dirt or beet juice. After all, glistening white snow looks quite a bit less 

appealing when it becomes a reddish-brown mush.


